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Introduction to Sociology
Tischler: “My goal in this book is to demonstrate the vitality, interest, 

and utility associated with the study of sociology. Examining society 

and trying to understand how it works is an exciting and absorbing 

process. I have not set out to make sociologists of my readers … but 

rather to show how sociology applies to many areas of life and how it is 

used in day-to-day activities. In meeting this objective, I have focused 

on two basic ideas: that sociology is a rigorous scientific discipline 

and that a basic knowledge of sociology is essential for understanding 

social interaction in many different settings, whether they be work or 

social. In order to understand society, we need to understand how it 

shapes people and how people in turn shape society.

Sociology is a highly organized discipline shaped by several  

theoretical perspectives or schools of thought. It is not merely the study 

of social problems or the random voicing of opinions. In this book, no 

single perspective is given greater emphasis; a balanced presentation 

of both functionalist theory and conflict theory is supplemented when-

ever possible by the symbolic interactionist viewpoint.

The book has received a great deal of praise for being cross-cultural 

in approach and for bringing in examples from a wide variety of 

societies. Sociology is concerned with the interactions of people 

wherever and whenever they occur. It would be shortsighted, there-

fore, to concentrate on only our own society. Often, in fact, the best 

way to appreciate our own situation is through comparison with other 

societies. We use our cross-cultural focus as a basis for comparison 

and contrast with U.S. society.”



about the twelfth edition

This edition has been revised to make it 

as current as possible and to reflect new 

developments in the field of sociology. The 

goal has always been to make the material 

accessible and make it possible for instructors 

to present an interesting and informative 

course.

Each chapter progresses from a specific 

to a general analysis of society. Each part 

introduces increasingly more comprehensive 

factors necessary for a broadbased under-

standing of social organization.

The material is presented through consistently 

applied learning aids. Each chapter begins 

with a chapter outline, learning objectives, 

then a thought-provoking opening vignette 

offers a real-life story of the concepts being 

covered. Key terms are presented in boldfaced 

type in the text (also listed at the end of each 

chapter with page references). Key concepts 

are presented in italicized type in the text. A 

summary of the learning objectives concludes 

each chapter. An integrated study guide 

follows each chapter. A full glossary is in the 

back of the book for further reference.

The following sample pages illustrate how 

each chapter is organized and some of the 

boxed features that appear.

contents in brief
 P A R T  O N E 	 The Study of Society

  1  The Sociological Perspective

  2  Doing Sociology: Research Methods

P A R T  T W O 	 The Individual in Society

  3  Culture

  4  Socialization and Development

  5  Social Interaction

  6  Social Groups and Organizations

  7  Deviant Behavior and Social Control

P A R T  T H R E E 	 Social Inequality

  8  Social Class in the United States

  9  Global Stratification

10  Racial and Ethnic Minorities

11  Gender Stratification

P A R T  F O U R 	 Institutions and Social Issues

12  Marriage and Changing Family Arrangements

13  Religion

14  Education

15  Political and Economic Systems

16  Health and Aging

Glossary

References
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Practice Tests

Practice Test Answers



chapter outline — content  

covered in the chapter

part opener — this book is divided 

into four parts; each part opener 

lists the chapters it comprises as 

well as an overview

sample pages



chapter opener — each chapter 

begins with learning objectives, 

a thought-provoking opening 

vignette offering real-life story of the 

concepts being covered

how sociologists do it — studies 

and information that help expand our 

knowledge of the social world

sample pages



day-to-day sociology — boxed 

features that examine a trend  

or interesting sociological  

research that has a connection  

to students’ lives

sample pages

thinking about social issues — 

boxes that help students realize that 

most social events require close 

analysis and that hastily drawn 

conclusions are often wrong

our diverse world — boxed 

features that encourage students 

to think about sociological issues 

in a larger context and explore the 

global diversity present  

in the world



sample pages

summary and key terms — 

summary of the learning objectives 

and key terms with page references

study guide — an integrated study 

guide follows each chapter
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ancillary package

Supplements for the Instructor

•	 Instructor’s Resource Manual includes:

–	 learning objectives

–	chapter outline

–	key concepts and thinkers/researchers

–	 lecture and classroom suggestions

–	student activities / Internet activities / video suggestions

–	annotated list of resources for students

•	 Test Bank files (to accompany the Instructor’s Resource Manual) 

include:

–	multiple choice questions

–	 true/false questions

–	essay questions keyed to each learning objective

•	 PowerPoint files: each chapter comes with a set of PowerPoint files 

as an additional source for teaching.

For instructor access, or to request a free desk copy of Introduction to Sociology 

12e, go to http://wessexlearning.com/pages/request-instructor-copy

You can also reach us at contact@wessexlearning.com or call 914-573-2757


